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CENTRAL INTEﬁLIGENGE AGENCY
OFFIGL oF NHTIONAL ESTIMATES

20 October 1955

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT 1 Consequences of Certain US Courses of Action
~ in the Middle East

I. What would be the consequences if the s onéduraged Irag to
intervens in Syria?
A. BACKGROUND |

1, Iraq is increasingly anxious to intervene in Syria %o
block Commnist control there, to rrevent further deliveries of
Soviet arﬁs, and to forestall possible Syrian move to cut off flow
of Iraql oil through Syria to Mediterranean ports. Such o move
would fulfill a long-standing Iraqi ambitdon,

2. These dangers have almost certéinly increaged in
the last fow weecks, Ambassador Moose in Damaécus now estimates that
a gradual leftist toke over of the Syrisn government is almost in-
evitoble unless the US takes early action, either by giving a free
hand to Iraq or Turkey, or by "positive" moves of its own, The UK

has olroady indicated to Nurl that it favors a "more forward" Iraqi

DOCUMENT NO. ﬁf
O CHANGE IN CLASS. 0
XECLASSIF!ED
SS. CHANGED TO: TS s C
NEXT REVIEW DATE:

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA- RDB,ZQM@&Q‘Q_



Approved For Relea‘s‘g 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000200040014-0
, -

-

policy in Syria, though it has warned him against premature
military action which could be clted against Iraq at the UN,

3, The chances are probably lesa than even that Iraq
could install mnd maintain either a pro-Iraql regime in Syria or
some form of Iragi-Syrian union without open military intervention,

4. Extension of Traqi influence or control in Syria,
whether by peacoful or militory means, would be followed by a
prolonged period of instability and unrest in Syria, Iraq would
have .to copé with strong onti-Iraqi ‘(;ncluding Communist) groups in

Syria, who would be backed by Saudi Arabla, Egypt, and France,

1, It would be widely regarded that the Iraql move
would not havé been.posaible without US atd gnd consent, The
external offects would depend upon the extent to which Irag had
to use military forece,

2. Turkey, and to a lesser extent Pgkistan and Iran,
would welcome the move as an indication of US determination to
prevent the expansion of Communism in the Middle East and to

strongthen 1ts defenses,
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3, Llebonon and Jordan would bo disposed in the same
direction but would hesitate to jump on the pro-West, pro-Iraql
bandwagon until they had assessed the reaction of Israel, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, and the USSR,

4, Saudl Argbla would vigorously oppose the move,
The Saudis would certainly do everythlng possible to undermlne
Iraql influcnce in Syria, They would be prepared to allocate sube
atantial funds to that end, Initial emotional reaction might be
gtrong enoggh to cause the Saudls to cancel the Dhahran Air Base
contract and even to threaten to cancel the Arameco contracts.
'However, bosic suspiclon of Soviet intentions and need for con-
tinued oil revenuos would probably preventﬂthem from breaking
all ties with the US,

5., Isrpoel's concern for its security would inerease and

it would almost certainly put inerceased pressuroc on the US for
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iron clad sccurity guafantees. However, Israel wouid get some
satisfaction from the discomfiture of Egypt and the further
fracturing of Arab unlty, Israel would probably not lounch an
early attack on Syria, although it mighf inerease its miiitéry
-ﬁressures on Egypt.

6. Tho USSR would opposc the move and would alﬁosf
cortainly attempt to get the UN to act, particularly if Iraq
intervened militarily, Tt would continue its offorts to increase
its capabilities for subversion in the area and would attempt
to capitalize on Egyptian ond Saudl resentment,

7., Egypt WDuld almost certainly regard an Iraql
tako=over of Syria as impossible wibhout us aid and con=-
sent and would therefore interpret it os strbng evidence, that the.
US and UK had olected to side with Egth's.enamies in the Arab
world, The RCCle initlal reaction would be extremely emotional
and hostile, Tt might feel that drastic steps were necessary in
order to maintain itself in power and restore 1ts prestige. There
is thus the dangor that its initial m§ves against tho US'might make
1t d1fficult for Nasr to continuc his policy of develéping a mlddle
position between the West and the Soviet Bloc, This danger would
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be lessened if the Iraql move were accompdniaé by convineing

evidence of US support for Egypt.

II. What would be the effocts of the cessation of US aid to

Egypt?

1. The cessation of US ald to Egypt would almost cer-
tainly lead Nasr to conelude that the US was attempting to isolate
Egypt and bring about the downfall of the RCC, partieularly if
accompanied by an Iragl take-over in Syria, The danger of violent
anti~US disorders would be great, Nasr would be under tremendous
pressure to rely Increasingly on Soviet support. It is also
possible that such a US move would cause the downfall of the
Nosr regime and 1ts replacement by a more extremist and leftist
government,

2, Israel would derive considerable comfort from a
cutoff of US aid to Egypt, Isreel would, however, continue apprchensive
of growing Egyptian strength and would eontinue to press for US

nrms and securilty guarantees,

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATESS /
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HAROLD R, BULL, Lt. Gen., USA (ret.)
- 5 » Acting Cheirman
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